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What’s Inside?! 

Wait!  Did you notice?  There.  I can see it…the days are getting                  
longer.  Yea!  As you can tell, it doesn’t take much to make me happy.  As 
we march inexorably toward spring, we add minutes per day until 6:29 p.m. 
on March 20

th
 we reach the vernal equinox.  I guarantee you that on that 

day, someone’s neighbor will be putting tomatoes in the ground or sowing 
corn seeds for that first bragging veggie.  Now is a great time to start                
planning that veggie or flower garden and getting ready to order your seed if 
you haven’t already.  While you’re at it, check out our spring lineup of            
seminars on page 7 so we can help you grow and bloom as a gardener.   
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Editor: Ashley Moulton 

Learn to harness nature in our upcoming  
sustainable landscaping series in 2017! 

Learn more about the services we offer online: 
http://www.chesterfield.gov/extension/ 

For more information on this 6 week evening series 
 that starts on Feb 6th, flip to page 8  
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Virginia Cooperative Extension is cautioning the public to take measures to 

avoid spreading the devastating boxwood blight when decorating for the holidays this year. Boxwood 

clippings in wreaths and garlands have the potential to spread the disease, which could decimate                     

boxwood populations along the East Coast. Researchers say that boxwood blight could threaten the 

plants in the same way that the chestnut blight destroyed trees in the 1900s.  

“The boxwood is not just a plant. It’s part of Virginia’s cultural heritage,” said Chuanxue Hong, Extension 

specialist in ornamental horticulture at the Hampton Roads Agricultural Research and Extension                  

Center.  The Colonial  Williamsburg Foundation, which supplies backup boxwood to the White House, is 

only a few miles away from an  infestation site where the disease was accidentally introduced. The             

disease also was accidentally introduced to the Woodrow Wilson Presidential Gardens last year. 

In order to help prevent widespread destruction of boxwoods, researchers are asking the public take               

precautions when using plant cuttings, pruning existing plants, and maintaining plants in household and 

historical landscapes. 

Boxwood blight is caused by a fungal pathogen that renders the emerald green leaves brown and dry. 

The fungus can rapidly defoliate boxwood plants, leading to plant death, making the plants unsuitable for             

commercial sale, and wiping out ornamental landscapes. The disease spreads primarily by infected plant 

materials and infested soil from infected plants. This pathogen produces sticky spores that attach to 

plant containers, tools, vehicles, shoes, and clothes. Avoid visiting infested sites. Purchase noninfected 

plant materials, and practice strict sanitation methods prevent the spread of the disease. 

Avoid Spreading Boxwood Disease 
when Decorating for the Holidays  

The following simple steps are recommended to mitigate  

the spread of boxwood blight through holiday clippings: 

When boxwood plants or cuttings are purchased, ask the retailer if the greenery comes from a               
supplier in the Boxwood Blight Cleanliness Program. Growers in this program adhere to current best                   
management practices. 
 

 Inspect any newly purchased boxwood greenery for symptoms of the disease, including leaf 
spots, leaf browning, black streaks on stems, and leaf drop. Any greenery that has these symptoms 
should be double-bagged and discarded in the landfill. Do not compost infected greenery. 

 When the holiday season is over, all greenery decorations need to be disposed of properly —
 double bag them immediately and then throw in trash to be taken to the landfill without delay to avoid 
any unnecessary complications. 

 Use 70 percent alcohol or Lysol Spray Brand III with 58 percent alcohol to sanitize everything that 
has been in contact with the greeneries and decorations. Consumers are reminded to read and follow 
all label directions when using these products. 

Chesterfield residents can submit plant samples manifesting symptoms of box blight 
to through our Chesterfield County Extension office for diagnosis and control                            

recommendations.  

http://www.ext.vt.edu/
http://arec.vaes.vt.edu/arec/hampton-roads/people/hong-bio.html
http://arec.vaes.vt.edu/arec/hampton-roads.html
http://arec.vaes.vt.edu/arec/hampton-roads.html
http://www.vdacs.virginia.gov/plant-industry-services-boxwood-blight.shtml
http://ext.vt.edu/offices.html
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In the simplest terms, a sacrifice area is a section of your 

land that is separate from your grazing pastures and you 

do not intentionally keep grass growing. Why would you 

want to do such a thing? Having this separated out            

sacrifice area, sometimes called a winter or turnout            

paddock, can save your pastures from becoming nothing but mud during the winter. This area allows you 

to have a place to put your horses, other than their stall, in the winter and still have room to stretch their 

legs. During the summer, this area can still be used to feed hay or isolate a horse who is injured or sick 

from the rest of the herd. Since this area is not managed for grass production, special attention must be 

made to the footing. You want a footing that can provide a soft cushion under their hooves, drainage and 

does not have to be replaced frequently.  
 

If you are interested in learning more about sacrifice areas or equine pasture management, give 
Charlotte Maxwell a call at (mobile) 540-223-3837 or (office) 804-751-4401  

Utilizing Sacrifice Pasture  
Areas for Your Horses 

Winter Safety Tips for Your and Your Family 
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Contributed by Chesterfield Master Gardeners and VCE Publications 
 

Late December Tips 

Late December is a good time to take inventory of what else needs to be done – for example; are all 

of your garden and lawn tools inside?   Are they clean and lightly oiled to prevent rust?  Are all of the 

water hoses disconnected, drained and neatly coiled?   

Take some time to reflect on the past summer and how well the garden performed.  Start making a 

list of improvements for the coming year. 

The lawn mower needs to be cleaned up repaired if necessary, and the gas tank should be drained 

or fuel stabilizer added.  Lawnmower repair specialists are not as busy in the winter so repairing now 

will beat the rush in the spring. 

Bulb forcing can be started as late as mid-winter. https://pubs.ext.vt.edu/HORT/HORT-76/HORT-76

-PDF.pdf 
 

January 2017 Tips 
 

It is time to take the Christmas tree down and take it outside.  The tree makes a wonderful refuge 

for birds if left on the ground.  Some localities sponsor Christmas tree mulching – this is a good way 

to “reuse” the tree. 

If you didn't get your bulbs planted before the ground froze, plant them immediately in individual 

peat pots and place the pots in flats. Set them outside where it is cold and bury the bulbs under thick 

blankets of leaves. Transplant them into the garden any time weather permits. 

Carefully spread salt used to melt ice on walks and driveways to avoid damage to nearby shrubs. 

Consider using sand or sawdust to prevent yellowing needles in evergreens in the spring and 

bronzed leaves on deciduous plants.   
 

February 2017 Tips 

If you have a cold frame open it up on warm sunny days to prevent overheating. 

Normally, this is a cold unpredictable month so jazz it up, purchase an orchid that has a flower. It 

will last for several weeks if placed in a sunny window and kept moist. 

Purchasing seeds that give the proper flavors.  These include snow peas, green onions, daikon  

radish, Chinese cabbage, and long thin eggplant.  Plant according to directions. 

Ice damage to woody plants occurs when high winds break heavily coated branches. Evergreens 

are more susceptible to snow damage than are deciduous plants as they have more foliage surface 

for snow accumulation.  
 

Early March Tips 

Plan an herb garden according to your palate by purchasing and planting seed for your tastes buds. 

Herbs can add flavor to culinary dishes or they can be enjoyed for their ornamental value.  

Start fertilizing houseplants now for god growth. Any that are root bound should be repotted.  

Get your landscape design on paper. It’s easier to erase it from a plan than to move it with a shovel.  

 

Quick Tips for your Home &  

Garden: Winter 2016 

https://pubs.ext.vt.edu/HORT/HORT-76/HORT-76-PDF.pdf
https://pubs.ext.vt.edu/HORT/HORT-76/HORT-76-PDF.pdf
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January 2017  
 

Landscape For Life      Last day to sign up is Jan. 15, 2017 
This evening sustainable garden series takes place every Thursday beginning Feb 2. for six weeks (6:30—8:30 
p.m.). For more information please email vce@chesterfield.gov or call 804-751-4401. http://bit.ly/landscape4life   

 

4-H Food Challenge Camp  Jan. 13-15    Airfield 4-H Educational Center 
Activities include preparing and presenting a dish, learning from others & developing teamwork, building leadership 
skills, & participating in an exciting, competitive event. www.airfield4hcenter.com  

 

February 2017  
 

Beginning Farmer Programming       Early Spring 2017  
Starting mid-February 2017, our ANR Extension Agent will be offering Virginia Beginning Farmer and Rancher Coalition        
programming in the area. This programming is intended for anyone who has a serious interest in becoming a farmer and the 
interests of the participants will guide the program events. Workshops for beginning farmers will include whole farm planning, 
the first key step to a successful farm. If you’re interested in learning how to be a successful farmer and getting connected with 
the agriculture community, fill out this survey to be included in programming e-mails: https://goo.gl/forms/XDlH6fs1MlB4I2k03  
 

Space Camp – Feb. 24-26                     Airfield 4-H Educational Center 
The 4-H Space Camp is an earth science adventure weekend for youth ages 9 to 13. Activities for the weekend include:               
Model rocket construction & launching, bottle rocket construction & launching, workshops on astronomy, botany, chemistry, 
and wildlife. www.airfield4hcenter.com  
 

Archery Camp – Feb. 24-26        Jamestown 4-H Educational Center (for youth 9-13) 
Learn the parts of the bow and arrow. Learn how to shoot. Learn how to increase your accuracy. This camp is for all           

participants: experienced and non-experienced. Come and join us at our Archery Camp!  http://jamestown4hcenter.org/ 
 

March 2017  
 

Spring Cloverbud Camp – March 4-5              Jamestown 4-H Educational Center 
Cloverbud camp is designed to offer 5-8 year old youth an opportunity to experience overnight camping and          
adventure.  Youth will attend games, special programs, classes and campfire similar to our residential camp         
programs for older youth.  The goal is for youth to learn responsibility, teamwork, and develop an appreciation for 
the outdoors. http://jamestown4hcenter.org/  
 

Cloverbud Camp – March 18-19
 
          Airfield 4-H Educational Center 

Cloverbud camp is designed to offer 5-8 year old youth an opportunity to experience overnight camping and         
adventure.  Youth will attend games, special programs, classes and campfire similar to our residential camp        
programs for older youth.  The goal is for youth to learn responsibility, teamwork, and develop an appreciation for 
the outdoors. www.airfield4hcenter.com 

 
Are Backyard Chickens for You? – March 25      Ettrick-Matoaca Library 
This program will run from 10:30am-12:30pm. Topics covered will include breed selection, housing, and basic      
nutrition. If you’re thinking about getting chickens, or are new chicken owners this is the class for you! Contact the 
Ettrick-Matoaca library by calling (804) 318-8688. 

http://bit.ly/landscape4life
http://www.airfield4hcenter.com
https://goo.gl/forms/XDlH6fs1MlB4I2k03
http://www.airfield4hcenter.com
http://jamestown4hcenter.org/
http://jamestown4hcenter.org/
http://www.airfield4hcenter.com
javascript:void(0)
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Does Your Lawn or Landscape need a Makeover in 2017? 

Our Grass Roots Program will help you learn how to 

address soil  deficiencies and other programs so you 

can have a lush green environmentally sound lawn.  

The cost for the program is $25 and the program 
is limited to the first 400 clients. Learn more and 

how to sign up at http://bit.ly/2017GrassRoots 

The Learn Your Landscape Program can help!  

A Master Gardener volunteer will visit your yard 
to evaluate your growing conditions, plant        
placement and more.  
 

The cost for the program is $30 and is limited 
to the first 60 clients.  Learn more and how to 

sign up at http://bit.ly/LoveYourLandscape 

Virginia Cooperative Extension's  2016 graduating class of Master Food Volunteers (MFV) for                      
Chesterfield-Petersburg are pictured here. The 30-hour training, held for 4 consecutive Wednesdays this 
past Fall, was conducted at Virginia State University.   Participants learned current nutrition and food safety 
information and simple cooking techniques to promote healthy eating to others in the community. These 
new MFVs  are already volunteering with nutrition classes and other local VCE programs.  

2016 Master Food Volunteers (MFV) of Chesterfield-Petersburg 

http://bit.ly/2017GrassRoots
http://bit.ly/LoveYourLandscape
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Top Left: Graduates 

of the 2016 Master  

Gardener Training 

class celebrating a 

great first year in the 

program.  

 

 

 

Bottom Left:          

Chesterfield Master        

Gardeners who           

successful achieved 

a new volunteer hour 

milestone in the   

Master Gardener  

career. 
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Kids Cooking/Teen Cuisine Jr. Master Food Volunteer Training Program 

Exclusive footage now live!  

Bumblebee Jamboree 2016! 

Congratulations to our 4-H youth who participated 
in the July and August 2016 Kids Cooking/Teen             
Cuisine Jr. Master Food Volunteer training            
program with Chesterfield Family Consumer              
Sciences Extension Agent, Linda Cole, 4-H             
Business Bunch Club Leader, Sarah Gregory, and 
Debbie Jones, Human Health Specialist, VSU           
Virginia Cooperative Extension (VCE).  
 
The series began with a kick-start at the County 
Farmer’s Market on Wednesday, July 20 to                         
introduce youth to fresh foods, vendors at the    
market, and ideas on how to incorporate fresh               
produce into everyday meals. The program                   
objectives were: expand nutrition, health and           

wellness for youth, encourage youth-adult              
partnerships and empower youth to make those 
changes that will last through out their lives. This 
program empowers youth to makes changes 
through hands-on-learning, teaching, leadership 
and community engagement. Four classes were 
held at VSU Virginia Cooperative Extension 
demonstration kitchen with 19 youth ages 5 to 16 
who learned to appreciate healthy foods, proper 
food storage and safety, preparation of meals and 
sharing meals together. Two Master Food               
Volunteers along with several parent volunteers 
and other Extension staff from VSU and VT             
supported our youth throughout the days’                
activities in food demonstrations, preparing lunch, 
and giving presentations on nutrition, health and 
wellness and STEM education.  
Certificates were presented to all youth participants along with fresh produce to prepare meals at home. 
Youth in the “Junior Master Food Volunteer program, ages 13-16 will complete one final class that will    
enable them to assist in future nutrition programming. 

 
Special thanks to Chesterfield Berry Farm, 
Ruffin Gregory, Audrey Ross, Linda Melton 
and Dr. Nartea who contributed fresh             
produce for our cooking series, and to our 
youth and parents who contributed produce 
for our special menu, “Stone Soup.”  We 
appreciate all the efforts of Crystal                 
Leonard, Executive Administrative                 
Assistance, VSU VCE for the support she 
provided. Thanks also to Chesterfield            
Extension 4-H Agent, Bethany Eigel and 
UAA, Jennifer Coates for promoting this 
event and registering youth for                           
participation. 
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Interested in any of the programs and opportunities 
 mentioned? Get in touch with us today! 

Visit Us Online at  
http://www.chesterfield.gov/extension/ for more 

details 
 

Want to unsubscribe from our newsletter? 
 Click here or visit  

http://goo.gl/forms/Cb17wAo9R9  
 

Tell us what you think!  
Customer Satisfaction Survey or visit  

https://virginiatech.qualtrics.com/jfe/form/
SV_eFIreeT9PBQkzM9  

 
If you are a person with a disability and desire any assis-
tive devices or other accommodations to participate in any 
of these activities, call 751-4401  between 8 a.m. and 4:30 
p.m. to discuss   accommodations five days prior to the 
event.  *TDD (800) 828-1120. 

Take a minute to meet a new    
face in our office crew!   

Welcome Aboard!  

Nichole is a Charlotte County, VA native currently residing in the Richmond         
area. She received her undergraduate degree in Behavioral Science from Mercy 
College in Dobbs Ferry, New York. Prior to joining the Virginia Cooperative        
Extension, Nichole assisted diverse populations in community-based settings 
overcome “life’s challenges” throughout New York City and Richmond, Virginia. 
Now working with the Virginia Cooperative Extension, Nichole will utilize her skill 
set to educate limited-resource adults and their families on the basics of healthy 
eating, active living, food safety, and meal planning on a budget. To help          
accomplish this goal, Nichole will be offering a Free 6-session Nutrition             
Education Program throughout the year at various community sites in       
Chesterfield County. Classes starting soon!!  

 
Contact me at (804) 751-4432 to find out more information about the Family 

Nutrition program in your community and to sign up.  
Find me on Facebook @ www.facebook.com/ChesterfieldVaFNP .  

Nichole Harris, Program Assistant 
Family Nutrition Program (EFNEP & SNAP-Ed/Adult) 

LIKE us to stay up-to-date on free             
classes and events, plant clinics, 

growing and planting tips and 
links to science-based articles to 
help you get better results with 
your landscape, lawn, gardens 

and more!  
 

Like us online at  
fb.com/MGChesterfield  

Chesterfield Master 
Gardeners have a  
 Facebook page!  

http://www.chesterfield.gov/extension/
http://goo.gl/forms/Cb17wAo9R9
http://goo.gl/forms/Cb17wAo9R9
https://virginiatech.qualtrics.com/jfe/form/SV_eFIreeT9PBQkzM9
https://virginiatech.qualtrics.com/jfe/form/SV_eFIreeT9PBQkzM9
https://virginiatech.qualtrics.com/jfe/form/SV_eFIreeT9PBQkzM9
http://www.facebook.com/ChesterfieldVaFNP
file:///C:/Users/moultona/Documents/Advertisements
http://fb.com/MGChesterfield

